Treating cancer-related pain in the emergency department: the emergency nurse's role.
Ask for and believe the patient's report of pain, use a preventive approach, combine opioids and nonopioids when possible, and consider adjuvant drugs for neuropathic pain not relieved by an adequate trial of opioids and NSAID. Remain a patient advocate through careful assessment and reassessment of the patient and informative collaboration with the physician and other colleagues. Anticipate and treat side effects, and identify and address pain myths held by patients and families that interfere with sound pain management practices. Establish mutually set goals and direct the patient to necessary follow up. Emergency nurses can do much to alleviate unnecessary suffering and improve quality of life for patients with cancer who come to the emergency department for help.